
Death and the 

Resurrection 
 

“The wages of sin is death.”  Romans 6:23 

“The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law.”  1 Corinthians 15:56 
 

What happens when a person dies? 

• How would an unbeliever answer this question? 

• What does the Bible have to say about what happens when someone dies?  See 
Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 

Is death natural or unnatural? 

• How would an unbeliever answer this question? 

• What does the Bible have to say about death?  See Romans 6:23 above and Romans 
5:12 

What would have happened if Adam and Eve would not have sinned and 
brought death into the world? 

• List some of the things that have changed since God’s perfect creation was ruined: 

• While we cannot know with certainty what would have happened, we do have two 
examples in the Bible of people who did not suffer death.  Read those accounts in   
Genesis 5:24 and 2 Kings 2:11 

Is it wrong for a person to have their ashes scattered? 

• Why would an unbeliever ask to have their ashes scattered? 

• When Jesus comes back on the last day, what will be the first order of business?  
See 1 Thessalonians 4:16 and John 5:28-29 

Revelation 2:10 



• In the past, the church exerted power over people not only in life, but also in 
death—insisting that in order for one to have the hope of eternal life in heaven, 
one needed to be buried in the church cemetery, officiated by a priest.  What 
scriptural basis could you use to discredit this notion? 

The Bible tells us that when Jesus comes back on the Last Day, all people will 
be raised from the dead, bodies and souls will be reunited, and people will go 
to the place where they will spend eternity.  What happens with the souls of 
the departed in the meantime? 

• The Roman Catholic Church maintains that prior to Christ’s death and resurrection, 
there were four places that souls would go to wait.  Three are still in use.  They are: 

1. ________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________ 

• Another common misconception is the idea of “soul sleep.”  Where do you think 
this heresy comes from? 

• Consider the words written in 2 Corinthians 5:1-10.  According to Paul, what two 
options are there for answering the question above?  (Keep in mind that he is talking 
to believers.) 

• What might we learn from the parable Jesus tells in Luke 16:19-31? 

In that intermediate state, will we have knowledge or memories of life on 
earth? 

• While the Bible does not answer this question directly, it does indirectly.  How does 
the Bible describe our experience in heaven?  Consider Revelation 21:4 

• Why would knowledge of life on earth, or memories of our own past on earth, pose 
a potential problem? 


